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If you find the Bible challenging to read, it's probably because it contains challenging material!  

Always remember:
 "It is the Glory of God to conceal a thing; but the honor of kings is to search out a matter. " 
Proverbs 25:2

WHY DID JESUS SPEAK IN PARABLES?

The disciples posed this question to him in Matthew 13:10.

His answer reveals that it is a separation process. "It is given unto you. . . unto them it is not 
given." (If a question of whether or not this is fair arises, consider Paul's comment in Romans 
9:18-21)

TO WHOM IS TRUTH REVEALED?

1. To "babes."  Matt. 11:25-26
2. To humble seekers of truth.  I Cor. 1:17-31

HOW DOES ONE GAIN UNDERSTANDING?

1. By application of time and energy.

Social status or financial position will not give anyone an advantage over another. 
Understanding requires an investment made "without money." 

Isaiah 55:1,3 
Prov. 23:23

2. Incrementally

God's revelation has occurred over time expressed by many voices, each contributing to the 
complete message. 
Hebrews 1:1 

UNDERSTANDING IS PROMISED TO THOSE WHO SEEK DlLIGENTLY

We must ask in faith (and this involves prayer), but understanding is assured if we are patient to
receive it. 
Matt. 7:7-8 
James 1:5-6
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Why the Bible is Challenging to Read
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SOME PEOPLE READ THE BIBLE 
TO FIND WHAT THEY BELIEVE

SOME PEOPLE READ THE BIBLE 
TO BELIEVE WHAT THEY FIND



WHAT IS A TESTAMENT?

The Contents Page of the Bible shows it as divided into two parts: the Old and New Testaments.

"Testament" means covenant, that is, an agreement, promise, or pledge between two parties.

The teaching of the Bible is based upon covenants of promise that God made with faithful men 
in times past.

It teaches that "Jesus Christ (came) . . . to confirm the promises made unto the fathers; and that 
the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy (Rom. 15:8-9)."

Again: "Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises; that by these ye 
might be partakers of divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through 
lust (2 Peter 1:4)."

The Lord Jesus Christ is described as the Mediator of the New Covenant – Heb. 9:15.

WHY OLD and NEW TESTAMENT?

The  events  surrounding  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  provide  a  natural  division  of  the  scripture,
between  those  writings  dealing  with  the  Old  Testament  written  in  Hebrew  and  the  New
Testament written in Greek. However, it must be remembered that this division of the Bible
into Old and New Testaments is man-made.  

It is true that the old covenant refers to the Law of Moses which is no longer binding on people,
but  the  Hebrew  Scriptures  (Old  Testament)  actually  contains  far  more  than  just  the  old
covenant.  In fact, it contains the promises which were made before the old covenant which the
Lord Jesus Christ came to confirm.  He becomes the mediator of the new covenant based on
these promises.

The whole Bible is the revelation of God, and is one complete and indivisible book. Some claim
that the Old Testament became outdated when Christ appeared nearly 2000 years ago, but that
is not so. The New Testament constantly refers the reader back to the Old, time and time again.

Christ, in preaching, told his listeners to  "search the Scriptures" (John 5:39),  meaning the Old
Testament.  It would be better to call the Old Testament, the Hebrew Scripture, as the concept
of the Old Testament is misleading and even the Bible itself calls this material the Scriptures.
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Why Two Testaments?



Christ appealed to those same Scriptures to expound the things concerning himself: "Beginning
at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them" (the disciples) "in all the Scriptures the
things concerning himself  (Luke 24:27)." The Bible will  never be properly understood if  the
Hebrew Scripture is neglected. The Gospel, itself, is based upon an Old Testament promise:
"God preached the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed (Gal. 3:8)." 

To illustrate this, consider the following promises (or covenants) made by God in the Old 
Testament:

1. In Eden following the sin of Adam and Eve - Gen. 3:15. 
2. To Abraham, Isaac and Jacob - the "fathers of old." 
3. To David - 2 Samuel 7:12-17 
4. Promises of the Kingdom to the prophets - Isaiah 9:6-7.

Also, in the New Testament we read the angel's testimony in Luke 1:31-33: 
v. 31 - relates to the "seed (descendant) of the woman" promised to Adam & Eve 
v. 32 - relates to the promise of the "Son of God" made to David 
v. 33a - relates to "the seed" (descendant) that was promised to Abraham 
v. 33b - relates to the promises made to the prophets concerning the Kingdom of the Messiah

Consider also Zacharias' proclamation in Luke 1:67-79.

Another example of how God's promises span the testaments is found in Paul's letter to the 
Galatians.

Gal. 3:28-29 - Promises concerning Abraham, Christ, Believers.

God's Promises are not yet complete. This is made evident through the prophecy of Jeremiah, 
given in chapter 31, verses 31-34 concerning the restoration of Israel.
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There is no better commentary on the Bible than the Bible itself. No source is more appropriate
for interpreting God's Word than God Himself. It is in this area that the use of cross references
can be so valuable.

WHAT IS A CROSS REFERENCE?

They  are  verse  "references"  supplied  by  the  publishers  which  direct  the  reader  to  other
locations in the Bible where the same word or the same or similar event or phrase may be
found.

TYPES OF CROSS REFERENCES INCLUDE:

l. Center Column References

2. End of Verse/Footnotes

3. Separate books (Treasury of Scripture Knowledge)

USES OF CROSS REFERENCES:

1. Link Teachings/Prophecies Between OT & NT

A. Luke 1:31-33 - Gabriel's words to Mary
- throne of David
 Cross Reference to:
 2 Samuel 7:11

B. John 1:19-28 - Jew's question to John the Baptist
 - "Art thou that prophet?"
 Cross Reference to:
 Deut. 18:15-18

C. Luke 4:16-21- Christ reading from Isaiah
- "the Spirit of the Lord is upon me . . .
 Cross Reference to:
7 Isaiah 61:1,2
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Using Cross References



 Leviticus 25:9-10 (Jubilee) – does not appear in all BiblesD. Acts 13:16-37 - Paul speaks to the 
Jews in Antioch
- numerous quotes . . .
 Cross References to:
 Psalm 2:7
 Isaiah 55:3
 Psalm 16:10

2. Fill in details on Persons, Places, Subjects, etc.

A. Hebrews 5:6 - Melchizedek  - who is he?
 Cross References to:
 Psalm 110:4
 Hebrews 7:17,21– does not appear in all Bibles
 Passage in Hebrews 7 also references:
 Genesis 14:18-20

B. Matthew 12:38-42 - Queen of the South
 - who is she?
 Cross Reference to:
 1 Kings 10:1

C. Acts 1:1- The former Treatise
 - what was it?
 Cross Reference to:
 Luke 1:3

D. Ezekiel 21:25-27
 - "whose right it is"
 Cross Reference to:
 Gen. 49:10 – does not appear in all Bibles

3. Filling in of details of Parallel Accounts

 A. History of Kings of Israel & Judah

1. 1 Kings 15:34 - King Baasha
 - walked in the ways of Jeroboam . . .
 Cross References to some of:
1 Kings 12:28-29
1 Kings 13:33
1 Kings 14:16
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 2. l Kings 15 :23-24 - King Asa
 - diseased in his feet
 Cross References to:
2 Chronicles 16:12

 3. 1 Kings 22:41-45 - King Jehoshaphat
 - he made peace with the king of Israel
 Cross References to some of:
2 Chronicles 18:1
2 Chronicles 21:6
2 Chronicles 22:2
2 Kings 8:18

B. Gospel Accounts

1. Luke 21:5-36 - Mt. Olivet Prophecy
- who are the "they" that asked him in v.7?
Cross References to:
Matthew 24:1-51 (disciples, privately)
Mark 13:1-37 (in particular, Peter, James,
John, and Andrew, privately)

2. Luke 9:7-9 - Concerning John the Baptist
- John was beheaded by Herod, why?
Cross References to:
Matthew 14:1-3
Mark 6:14-16

3. Luke 23:39-43 - Repentant Thief
- Thief repents on cross
Cross References to:
Matthew 27:44 – does not appear in all Bibles
Mark 15:29-30 – does not appear in all Bibles

4. Clarification of Passage/Meaning

A. Matthew 9:10-13 - "Mercy, and not sacrifice
- "I will have mercy... "
Cross References to:
Matt. 23:23 – does not appear in all Bibles
Micah 6:8
1 Sam. 15:22 – does not appear in all Bibles
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B. Acts 8:27-40 - Philip and the Eunuch
- Reading from Isaiah
Cross Reference to:
Isaiah 53: 7, 8

C. John 4:3-42 - Preaching to Samaritans
- Location (v. 5)
Cross References to:
Genesis 33:19
Joshua 24:32 (note context of chapter 24) – does not appear in all Bibles
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Workshop - Cross References

Please complete these three exercises to practice using cross-references.

Exercise 1

Gabriel’s words to Mary

If you have cross-references in your Bible look up Luke 1: 31-33 in your Bible otherwise refer to the 
following page where the text for this is displayed (page 29):

In Luke we are reading the words of the angel Gabriel to Mary the mother of Jesus.  The angel refers to
the fact that her son, who will also be the Son of God will sit on the throne of his father David.  Find the
cross-reference in the Old Testament where the throne of David was originally promised to Jesus.
(Hint:  In the centre margin you will find listed the verse numbers.  Go to the number 32.  Look for
something in “2 Samuel”)

Exercise 2

“the former treatise”

If you have cross-references in your Bible look up Acts 1:1 in your Bible otherwise refer to page 31:

The writer tells Theophilus that he has already written a book “the former treatise” about the things 
that Jesus began to do and teach.  What is the name of this book?  Who wrote both of these books?  
Use a cross reference to answer both of these questions.

Exercise 3

Story of Philip and the Eunuch

If you have cross-references in your Bible look up Acts 8:27-40 in your Bible otherwise refer to page 32

Philip joined a eunuch in a chariot who was reading in the book of Isaiah.  He was really interested in this
part of Isaiah and was in fact learning about Jesus.  Using your cross references find the place in Isaiah 
where the eunuch was reading.
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GENESIS

The single most important book of the Bible.

Beginning or foundation of the Bible, from which everything is built. Everything revealed in the
other books of the Bible has its beginning in the book of Genesis.  It is the first book of the
Pentateuch, the first five books of the Hebrew Bible.

The name itself means "origin, source, or begetting."

It, with the book of Revelation, stand as two end posts bridging the revelation of God to man;
the first telling how it all began, the second revealing in symbol how it all will finish. In Genesis
there is seen the beginnings of all that which Revelation predicts as the consummation of the
Divine purpose in the earth.

For example:

Genesis speaks of a natural creation (Gen. 1); Revelation of a spiritual creation 
(Rev. 3:14);

In Genesis the serpent speaks (Gen. 3:1-5); in Revelation it is restrained (Rev. 20:2).

In Genesis, the curse is imposed (Gen. 3:17); in Revelation it is removed (Rev. 22:3).

In Genesis, sorrow and death make their appearance (Gen. 3:16-19); in Revelation they are 
taken away (Rev. 21:4).

In Genesis, access to the tree of life is denied (Gen. 3:24); in Revelation, access to it is opened 
(Rev. 2:7).

In Genesis, the first paradise is closed to man (Gen. 3:23); in Revelation it is opened to him (Rev.
21:25).

Genesis basically can be divided into two parts:

EARLY HISTORY                    Chapters 1 to 11
PATRIARCHAL HISTORY         Chapters 12 to 50
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Overview of the Books of the Bible – Genesis



The first division records four outstanding events:

1. The Creation
2. The Fall of Man
3. The Flood
4. The Confusing of Tongues (Tower of Babel)

Patriarchal history is concerned with four outstanding individuals:

1. Abraham
2. Isaac
3. Jacob
4. Joseph

In addition to the natural separation into two periods of time, the book of Genesis is also 
divided naturally into 12 sections. These natural breaks are as follows:

1. Creation - Introduction (Gen. 1:1 - 2:3).
2. The Generations of the heavens and the earth (Gen.2:4 - 4:26).
3. The Book of the Generation of Adam Gen. 5:1 - 6:8)
4. The Generations of Noah, a just man  (Gen. 6:9 - 9:29).
5. The Generations of the sons of Noah (Gen. 10:1 -11:9).
6. The Generations of Shem (Gen. 11:10-26).
7. The Generations of Terah (Abraham) (Gen. 11:27 - 25:11).
8. The Generations of Ishmael (Gen. 25:12-18).
9. The Generations of Isaac (Gen. 25:19 - 35:29).
10. The Generations of Esau (Gen. 36:1-8).
11. The Generations of the Sons of Esau (Gen. 36:9-43).
12. The Generations of Jacob (Gen. 37:1 - 50:26).

Some Points to Consider from Genesis:
1. Harmony of the Creation account.  Gen. 1-2

2. God's First Promise to Man. Gen. 3:15

3. God called Abram  Gen. 12:1

4. God's Covenant with Abram/Abraham.  Gen. 12, 13, 15, 22

5. How Israel came to be in Egypt. Gen. Chapters 15, 37-50
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